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Internal Inspiration

Often, when we encounter something new, something that fires our imagination or inspires us, we become excited.
We throw ourselves into it.  We become enthusiastic, even fanatical, wanting to know everything, do everything,
share everything.

For example, if we suddenly discover the joys of chess, or become fans of a particular writer, or get interested in
a sport, or take up gardening, or become interested in macrobiotic cooking, then we buy books, we surf the web,
we’re on facebook groups, we’re recruiting friends, family, neighbors.

And then, over time, our inspiration, energy and enthusiasm wane.  We’re still interested, we’re still involved, but
our activity takes on a certain mechanical tone.  We don’t want it to be that way. We want the enthusiasm because
the activity still interests us, still has value and significance for us.

This same feeling, this same process, applies to our important encounter with Judaism.  When first we encounter
a particular mitzva (commandment), or an inspiring Torah topic or teacher, our energy and enthusiasm know no
bounds as we thirst for the experience.  And then, after a while, although the experience is so much a part of us
that it doesn’t even enter our minds to stop, still, we wonder where is that child-like wonder that got us going in
the first place?  Must experience dull enthusiasm?  Is inspiration only good to get us started, and then it’s all just
routine?

Rabbi Aharon of Karlin offered a parable to explain the situation. A wealthy merchant once decided to help two poor
people in his town.  He gave each 5,000 rubles on condition it be repaid in five years.

The first pauper immediately went out and bought a fancy new house, new clothes for his family, even an expensive
coach.  He lived well and lived high until, of course, the money ran out.  At the end of the five years he returned
to the merchant, confident he would get a new loan, or at least an extension on the one he’d received.

The merchant was furious.  “You have abused the loan,” the merchant said, “wasting the opportunity and resources
I provided.  The loan must be repaid.”

The second pauper, on the other hand, bought only the necessities, and purchased with caution.  He took the rest
and, after doing some research, invested in a business he felt competent to run.  As the business began to grow,
he set aside part of the profits as repayment of the loan.  He and his family worked hard, cherishing the loan,
always aware of it.  Slowly but surely he was able to put aside enough to be able to pay back the loan.  His
business also grew, of course, so he and his family were no longer paupers, living modestly but comfortably.

At the end of five years he went to the merchant, and, after thanking him profusely for the loan, explained how
he had used it, and returned the money.  “Keep it as a gift,” the merchant said, “for you have invested wisely and
there can be no better use of my money.”

The lesson is clear: We must internalize that initial inspiration, invest it, assimilate it into our very being so that,
when we need it, we can find it - within ourselves.

(from http://www.lchaimweekly.org/)

The Wisdom in Our Calendar

We read in this week’s Parashah (4:6), “You shall safeguard and perform them, for it is your wisdom and
discernment in the eyes of the nations, who shall hear all these decrees and who shall say, ‘Surely a wise and
discerning people is this great nation!’”  The Gemara (Shabbat 75a) teaches that the wisdom and discernment
referred to here are those involved in calculating the Jewish calendar.

What is so wise and discerning about the Jewish calendar?  R’ Ben Zion Nesher shlita (one of the senior rabbis in
Tel Aviv, Israel) explains:
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“The Book of Jewish Knowledge” edited by Rabbi Shmuel Kaplan is

now available to order online at myjli.com/catalog/product/bojk/

Yahrzeits This Week:

Yitzchok Jakobi 22 Av - Thursday night / Friday for father David Michael Jakobi

We happily wish Mazel Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Shmuel Lyss and Family
on the Birth of a Daughter, Penina Chaya.

Mazel tov also to the grandparents
Mr. and Mrs. Meier Palanker and Dr. and Mrs Elliot Weinhouse.  
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DAVENING AND SHIURIM SCHEDULE

Friday, 8/12 — 15 Av
   Shacharit — 6:40 a.m. and 8:00 a.m.
   Minchah  / Ma’ariv — 7:00 p.m.

Shabbat, 8/13 — 16 Av
   Shacharit — 9:00 a.m.
   Sof Z’man Kriat Shema — 9:42 a.m.
   Minchah — 7:35 p.m.
   Shiur: Overcoming Folly — after Minchah
   Ma’ariv — 8:48 p.m.

Sunday, 9/14 — 17 Av
   Shacharit — 8:00 a.m.
   Father and Son Learning — 6:00 p.m.
   Minchah / Ma’ariv — 7:45 p.m.

Monday, 8/15 — 18 Av
   Shacharit — 6:50 a.m. and 8:00 a.m.
   Minchah / Ma’ariv — 7:45 p.m.

 Tuesday, 8/16 — 19 Av
   Shacharit — 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m.
   Minchah / Ma’ariv — 7:45 p.m.

 Wednesday, 8/17 — 20 Av
   Shacharit — 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m.
   Minchah / Ma’ariv — 7:45 p.m.

Thursday, 8/18 —21 Av
   Shacharit — 6:50 a.m. and 8:00 a.m.
   Minchah / Ma’ariv — 7:45 p.m.

Friday, 8/19 — 22 Av
   Shacharit — 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m.
   Shabbat Candles — 7:38 p.m.
   Minchah  / Ma’ariv — 7:00 p.m.

Most of the world uses a calendar that is based on the sun (e.g., the Gregorian calendar) or the moon (e.g., the
Muslim and Chinese calendars).  This is symbolic of the belief held by much of mankind that man is subjugated to,
and even controlled by, the forces of nature.  The Jewish calendar, in contrast, combines elements of both the solar
and lunar calendars, and we further adjust it to our needs by inserting an extra day in certain months and an extra
month in certain years.  By doing this, we demonstrate our belief that we are not subject to the laws of nature;
rather, there is a Higher Authority.

This, writes R’ Nesher, is why sanctifying the new moon and calculating the calendar was the first Mitzvah given
to Bnei Yisrael, shortly before the Exodus (see Shmot 12:2).  As the long-awaited day of salvation neared, it was
necessary to wean the Jewish People from the Egyptian spiritual environment.  The Mitzvah of sanctifying the moon
and creating a Jewish calendar was the first step in that process (Haggadah Shel Pesach Shir Tziyon p.59).

(by Rabbi Shlomo Katz from Project Genesis at www.torah.org)

Mr. & Mrs. Zishe Zelman and Family are sponsoring Kiddush this week

in memory of Mattisyahu Zelman, whose yahrzeit is this Shabbat.

Sponsorships are available for two flower displays on the Bima during each of Rosh Hashanah,
Yom Kippur and Succot.  Please consider sponsoring the flowers in honor or in memory of someone.
Please email Allan Genut at agenut@gmail.com to make arrangements.


