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New Policy Under Consideration

The Shul at the Lubavitch Center has invested in a new technology - a sophisticated Iris and Eye Lid sensor.  The
scanner will be mounted on the back railing of the center bima.  When one is called up for an aliya, the scanner
will first identify the person getting the aliya.  Next, during the layning of the Aliyah, the sensor will count the
number of times the person blinks his eyes.  Then all persons getting an aliya will automatically heave the
appropriate Mi Shebeirach recited, and he will be billed for the total number of eye blinks in dollars.

As with many things in our history, there were several machlochus.  The school of Yehudah thought that if the
technology uses a battery, it may not be allowed on Shabbat.  But the school of Ephraim said that if the technology
uses solar power, this would be allowed.   However, the school of Ephraim pointed out that with a solar system,
donations would not be recorded on cloudy days, thus causing a financial hardship for the Shul.  As Rashi is silent
on this case, the question is still not resolved.

A second problem was that in order to keep from having to pay for the Aliyah, the person might close his eyes
throughout the layning.  The school of Shaul and Shmuel said that this is unacceptable and would require that a
different person be called up to repeat that Aliyah.

A third question was raised by the houses of Reuven and Nechemia.  As they are the eldest sons in the family, the
chore and responsibility of the Kiddush after davening fall on them.  The logistics of how one would sponsor a
Kiddush is complicated.   One suggestion was to have the person only blink one eye during the layning - the left
eye for a standard kiddush and the right eye for an expanded kiddush.

Please be patient as the Shul at the Lubavitch Center works out these problems and thank you for your cooperation.

(From the demented mind of the editor.com)

Gragger: A Purim Story

Since this is a story about a gragger, it is of course a Purim story.

One Purim many, many years ago, in the little town of Vardik, in far-off Russia, everyone was very sad and worried.
Instead of looking forward to the gaiety of the holiday, they were afraid that their entire Jewish community would
be destroyed. It almost seemed like the times of the first Purim—that's how great the danger was.

The son of the great powerful Czar had gone hunting in the woods with a group of friends. They had lost their way
and by chance arrived in the town of Vardik. All the people were excited to have this distinguished visitor in their
midst. They gave him the finest room in the local inn, the finest food, and delicious cakes.

The next day, the prince suddenly became very ill and was unable to return home. Messengers were sent to the
Czar to report the bad news. In a very short time, the Czar and several important ministers arrived in Vardik.

They had brought several doctors with them who immediately began to examine the prince. Each one tried to cure
him, but none was successful. The prince was moaning in pain. His face was flushed, and he was burning with fever.
Most of the time he slept. He refused all food and drink. His very life was in danger.

And then one of the ministers said that it was the fault of the Jews that the prince was sick, because they gave him
bad food. This was of course ridiculous and untrue, but everyone was so worried about the sickness of the prince
that they believed him. Unfortunately, many times in history, when there was any kind of trouble, evil men placed
the blame on innocent Jews.

And so the Jews of Vardik were very frightened, for they knew that their lives might be in danger.

On the day before Purim, two notices were put on trees. They said that if the prince did not recover by the end of
the next day, all the Jews in Vardik would be held responsible. Also, since the prince was very weak, everyone had
to be very quiet.

But the Megillah had to be read. The Jews gathered silently in the little shul on the main street, right near the inn
where the prince lay gravely ill. Everyone in shul was told to sit absolutely still, for the Rabbi would read in a soft,
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Yahrzeits This Week:

Rochelle Rubin 13 Adar II - Friday night / Shabbat for father Chaim Dovid ben Yaakov

DAVENING AND SHIURIM SCHEDULE

Friday,  3/22 — 12 Adar   v
   Shacharit —7:00 a.m.
   Minchah  / Ma’ariv — 7:00 p.m.

Shabbat 3/23 — 13 Adar   v
   Shacharit – 9:00 a.m.
   Sof Z’man Kriat Shema — 10:06 a.m.
   Minchah — 6:50 p.m.
   Shiur — after Minchah
   Ma’ariv — 8:03 p.m.
   Megilla — 8:30 p.m.

Sunday — Purim, 3/24 — 14 Adar   v
   Shacharit — 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.
   Megilllah — 7:45 a.m. and 9:45 a.m.
   Minchah — 4:00 p.m. 
   Ma’ariv — 8:30 p.m.

Monday — Shushan Purim, 3/25 — 15 Adar  v
   Shacharit  — 6:50 a.m.
   Minchah / Ma’ariv — 7:10 p.m.

 Tuesday, 3/26 — 16 Adar   v
   Shacharit  — 7:00 a.m.
   Minchah / Ma’ariv — 7:10 p.m.

Wednesday, 3/27 — 17 Adar  v
   Shacharit  — 7:00 a.m.
   Minchah / Ma’ariv — 7:10 p.m.

Thursday, 3/28 — 18 Adar   v
   Shacharit – 6:50 a.m.
   Minchah / Ma’ariv — 7:10 p.m.

Friday, 3/29 — 19 Adar   v
   Shacharit —7:00 a.m.
   Candles — 7:09 p.m.
   Minchah  / Ma’ariv — 7:00 p.m.

low voice. The children had been told to leave their graggers home, for the notice had requested silence. (A gragger
is a noisemaker that is used during the reading of the Megillah: whenever the name of the wicked Haman is
mentioned, children swing their graggers and make a lot of noise to show their contempt and hate for him.)

The fathers looked very serious and sad.  The mothers in the women's section were crying.  There was no feeling
of Purim in the air, that's for sure.

Suddenly, there was an awful noise.  The name of Haman had been read, and little Yaakov was swinging his gragger
with all his might.  Happily, with a big smile on his face, he was swinging that gragger.

Everyone became very frightened.  The Rabbi continued reading.  People were shaking their heads.  They made
signs to Yaakov that he must be quiet.  One man wanted to take the gragger away from him, but Yaakov would
not even let him touch it.  Everyone was afraid that Yaakov would scream and make a lot of noise if forced to give
up his gragger.  So he was allowed to keep it.  No one could tell him to stop using the gragger, for during the
reading of the Megillah it is forbidden to speak.  They were hoping that Yaakov would understand and put the
gragger away.

The windows to the prince's room were open to let in some fresh air.  Gathered around his bed were the ministers,
the doctors and the Czar.  There was total silence in the room.  The prince was pale and weak.  He had no strength
left.  His eyes were closed and he seemed not even to be breathing.

What was that?  Who dared to break the rule of silence?  All the people in the room ran to the window to see who
the guilty one was.  The next moment they jumped in fright, for they heard a voice behind them asking for some
water.

There was the prince, sitting up in bed, wide awake.  "What a jolly noise I hear!  What is it?  Please bring me some
water.  I have never been so thirsty in my whole life.  Hurry, please.  I feel so dry."  The noise of the gragger had
awakened the prince.

In a few days he was well, and the whole company returned in peace to the palace.  The Jews in the town were
saved, and they had the happiest Purim day you could ever imagine.

Yaakov was the hero of the day.  People hugged him and kissed him.  They gave him so much nasherei that he had
enough to eat till Passover.

(by Nissan Mindel from http://www.chabad.org/)

Rabbi Yuval Noff is sponsoring Kiddush this Shabbat
in honor of his upcoming birthday,

which is on Purim.


